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AUTHENTIC Meworns, Sc. 


N che county of Norfolk there is a very 
beautiful common, finely variegated with 
a delightful turf, and clumps of ſpreading 
trees, which grow in different parts of it, 
and on one ſide form a noble grove of tall 
elms and oaks: Theſe, venerable trees from 
time immemorial have been inhabited by a 
race of Rooks, who here form a numerous 
feathered nation by themſelves : It is diſputed 
by the learned who was the founder of their 
monarchy ; ſuffice it to ſay they were in a 
moſt flouriſhing condition at the time of 


. which. theſe memoirs ſpeak. Their domi- 


nion extended over all the grove, and the 
ſeveral clumps abovementioned, beſides which 


territories, they poſſeſſed ſeveral thriving colo- 


nies, of which I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak 
hereaſter. 


A river winds its meandering courſe 
through the middle of the common, and 


B | ſeve- 


nts the dominions of the Rooks from a 
nation of Jackdaws : juſt on its banks is 
ſituated an old church, where this fpritely 
tribe take up their reſidence. Their'territory 
ſpreads on the river to a greater extent than 
that of the Rooks, and like them they poſ- 
feſs colonies, tho not ſo flouriſhing, but their 
pretenſions are very large and unknown. 

Theſe two reſj pectable nations, had 
always been hereditary enemies; and ſo 
jealous were they of each other's power, 
that no ſooner did one ſeem to preponderate 
but it was immediately attacked by the other, 
through concern for the ballance of pe 

The Rooks were always eſteemed to be a 
generous, brave, and learned race; and 
remarkable to a proverb for their love of | 
liberty. Their government is monarchial, 
but limited : a young Rook, whoſe anceſtors 
came out of G - - y, was at this time their 
king; his power is but confined, compared 
with that of ſome monarchs, but he has 
every prerogative neceſſary for doing good ; 
the whole executive part of the government 
being lodged in his hands. The legiſlative 
reſts in an aſſembly or ſenate of Rooks, who 


form two trees, the one conſiſts of nobility, 
created 


('3) 
condtnd by. the king from among his ſubjects ; 

the other elected by them; every tree in his 
majeſty's dominions chuſing two members, 
who form. together what is called the lower 
tree; the nobility compoſing the upper one. 
A moſt ſpacious oak is the reſidence of his 
majeſty 3 in its ſeveral branches he has many 
neſts for himſelf, family, and numerous 
attendants ; two others are appointed for the 
two branches of the ſenate. 

The Jackdaws were quite different ; like 
the Rooks they were formerly a free nation ; 
but had not like them the courage to preſerve 
their liberties. A Jackdaw of middle age 
was their king, of an antient family, who had 
long reigned over them: He was abſolute 
in his power; his palace was a turret on one 
corner of the ſteeple, with many noble holes 
for the neſts of his majeſty's ſervants and 
ſlaves. _. 

As to the colonies of the two pings; ; 
about two miles from the common on the 
bang of the river, was ſituated a farm houſe 
and yard, &c. with a lawn before it, in- 
= cloſed by a hedge ; on one fide of it was a 
row of trees inhabited. by the coloniſts of the 
Rookss and to this yard and lawn they car- 

? B 2 ried 
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ried on a conſiderable trade for ſticks for 


building, moſs, down, worms, &c. &c. 
claiming the ſole poſſeſſion of the ſaid yard 
and lawn: On the other fide of the hedge 
was a field with a ſmall ruin in it, poſſeſſed 
by the Jackdaws; this field yielded them but 
little profit, but they preſerved it many years ; 
in hopes of incroaching on the colony of the 
Rooks, and driving them out. 

The boundaries of the two colonies were 
never perfectly fixed; the Rooks ſaid the 
hedge was the limit; but the Jackdaws 
denied it, and had even taken poſſeſſion of 
ſome pieces of an old ſtone wall that remain- 
ed here and there, on the other fide, beſides 
the hedge, there was a coppice ran under it 
which occaſioned theſe differencies ; however 
the Jackdaws encroached, and puſhed them- 
ſelves ſo far into the Rooks territories, that 
their whole nation was alarmed ; and this 
was the occaſion of the war. 

But before I proceed, I cannot help ob- 
ſerving for the fake of partiality, that all the 
tracts of land which formed the colonies of 
the two nations, belonged in fact to neither 
of them, but to a nation of Sparrows, who 
inhabited the hedges, barns, &c. but being 

| weak- 
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weaker than either of the new comers, no 
ſooner was their country diſcovered, but they 
were almoſt drove out of it, and'the Rooks 
and Jackdaws then quarreled between them- 
{elves who ſhould poſſeſs moſt of it. 

When the Jackdaws had carried their en- 
croachments fo far that a war between them 
and the Rooks was become inevitable, 
the ſtate of the latter nation was rather a 
little perplexed. It is impoſſible to give a 
juſt deſcription in a few words of their con- 
ſtitution, I have already ſketched the outline; 
but I ſhould obſerve that the king notwith- 
ſtanding his prerogatives, is obliged to employ 
whatever miniſter can manage the lower tree ; 
for as they grant the ſupplies, unleſs they are 
kept in proper humour, the grand machine 
of government cannot be conducted. 

For ſome years an old Buzard * had been 
prime miniſter to his majeſty the king of the 
Rooks. | | 

_ By ſeveral means he had got a vaſt intereſt 
in the lower tree, by which means he preſerved 


| * After many years intenſe applicationſto the Rooks lan- 
guage, and cuſtoms, I do not yet thoroughly comprehend 
their titles of honour, but they are drawn in alluſion to other 
birds, fo I have diſtinguiſhed all their eminent Rooks by the 
names of thoſe birds which the alluſion pointed out. This 
noble's name is Brklmbrkrrr, i. e Buzard. 


| ( 6.) 
his power :, | Thoſe means were not the moſt 
honourable, nor greatly to the credit of the 
nation. The king has an ample revenue 
granted him for his family expences, infinite- 
ly more than neceſſary; nothing leſs than a 
thouſand Cockchafers wings & yearly ; much 
the greateſt part of which the miniſter applies 
in penſions, ſalaries, &c. &c. among the 
members of the lower tree ; for what Purpose 

I leave the reader to judge. 
No Rook in the king's dominions could be 
more improper than - - to conduct his 
majeſty's affairs: He had no ſpecies of abili- 
ties; no parts; no penetration; nor even ap- 
plication to buſineſs: He was a great noble 
without dignity, and a miniſter without abili- 
ties; he never attempted any thing but he 
was ſure to blunder; and he never acted 
wrong without perſiſting in his miſtake. 
Puſillanimous, timid, and irreſolute, he poſ- 
ſeſſed nether the courage nor reſolution of 
his brother Rooks. He was hated by ſome, 
but deſpiſed by all: He had not one talent 
to make a proper uſe of power, nor one 
quality to render it agreeable; he was a 
compolition of PY and meanneſs; arrogance . 
and 


* Their current coin. 
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and flattery; trüth and falſity: He never 
refuſed a promile, nor hardly ever performed 
one: In his private life he was extravagant 
and noted for giving prodigious entertain- 
ments at a monſtrous EXPENCE 3 he would 
entertain with the moſt curious kinds of worms 
from a great diſtance, cockchafers brains, 
the moſt elegant grubs, catterpill ars, nay 
ſometimes, the maggots bred in a dead phea- 
fant, which are exceffively expenſive. The 
publick money was not always thought fafe 
in his hands, and what gave ſuſpicion, he 
expended no leſs than two hundred cockcha- 
fers wings, in adorning a neſt of his. 

The Jackdaws who were always reputed 
a moſt cunning nation, could not have ſeized 
a better opportunity of incroaching on the 
territories of the 'Rooks ; they knew Buzard 
would do all that was poſſible to preſerve the 
peace which then ſubſiſted between the two 
nations ; as he had no abilities for a war : Ac- 
cordingly they did every thing that was poſ- 
fible to ſtrengthen their colony, and even'to 
render it formidable: The Jackdaw miniſtry 
ſent an army of an hundred Jackdaws thither 


With orders to take full poſſeſſion of all the 
poieces of the wall, that were between the two 


aa and to fortify them: Continued 
flights 


: (8) 
flights of Jackdaws were ſent with materials: 
On each piece of wall they, with incredible 
dilligence erected fortified neſts with mud, 
ſticks, &c. and even had the aſſurance to 
poſt themſelves on ſome places, which wee 
evidently in the colony of the Rooks. 

On the news of theſe, panty a0 
whole nation gf Rooks were rouſed with 
indignation, and were open in their diſlike 
of their puſillanimous miniſter. ' All to a 
Rook inſiſted on a war, and Buzard much 
againſt his inclination was obliged to enter 
into one: Accordingly. war was declared 
againſt the Jackdawys. An army of Rooks 
flew immediately io defend, their coloniſts, 
but it was too weak. for their defence, and 
the ſucceſs: was almoſt: wholly on the ſide of 
the enemy. The Rooks however made an 
attack on one of the Jackdaws poſts, but 
after a long and bloody engagement, were 
defeated, and loſt twenty len and Ner- 
wounded. _ 

This ill ſucceſs increaſed the nent of the 
whole nation; and they roſe ſtill higher, on 
a ſecond misfortune : The Rooks poſſeſſed a 
little iſland in the river, on which grew a 


very large aſh tree; in this tree they had a 


very ſtrongly fortified neſt, which took up 
almoſt 


C0}. 
almoſt a whole branch; very large twigs 
were extended, and entwined among the 
boughs, to form a foundation; then a wall 
of ſticks, wool and mud, was raiſed round 
it, and four apertures left for entrance ; it 
contained fix Rooks, who had magazines of 
all neceſfary proviſion laid in; at each corner 
was a ſtrong adjoining neſt, by way of 
baſtions ; the whole connected, and covered 
with a roof of twigs: Twelve neſts were 
built round the fortified one, by way of 
out-works, in each of which were two 
Rooks. | 
Such was the fortreſs which the Jackdaws 
determined to attack : They kept their pre- 
parations ſo ſecret, that neither Buzard nor 
Gooſe knew any thing of the deſign ; till a 
flight of them actually light upon the boughs 
of the aſh, to attack the fortreſs. The go- 
vernor of it was an old ſuperannuated Rook, 
that could hardly fly from bough to bough ; 
but he had under him a young active one, 
that did his duty for him ; a gallant defence 
was made; nor did the tree ſurrender, till 
the Jackdaws had quite demoliſhed the roof 
and outworks, and were on the point of 
15 ſtorming the grand neſt. 
C 


At 


( 10 ) 
At home Goole ſent a flight of Rooks to re- 


lieve the tree, under the command of Pidgeon : 
But the choice was ill made, and when 


Pidgeon came within fight of the Jackdaws, 
he drew up hi Rooks for a battle; but being 
a rank coward, flew off preſently, and left 


the tree to ſhift for itſelf, This behaviour 


threw the whole nation into a flame ; nothing 
would fatisfy the mob but the blood of 
Pidgeon ; a court of Rooks fat on him; he 
was condemned to have his brains picked out 
by twelve executioners, his neſt pulled to 


pieces, and his name rendered infamous. 
As for the old Rook, who made a a gal- 


lant defence, he was raiſed to a high rank, 


and had his health toaſted in rain water all 
over the kingdom, 

Theſe national misfortunes threatened to 
put a period to Buzard's power. His intereſt 
in the lower tree declined ; there were ſeveral 
oppoſing Rooks in it, who thwarted all his 
meaſures, and who were extremely popular 
in the nation ; they were eſteemed patriots, 


and the nation wiſhed for nothing more than 


to have them in the miniſtry. At the head 
of them was Magpye, who was a very great 
orator, and took all occaſions to chatter .on 

public 
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public affairs. How long (ſaid he) ſhall 
© this great, this flouriſhing, this formidable 
kingdom, continue the ſlave of puſillanimity, 
. impotence, and vice! How long ſhall the 
© nation be diſgraced; his majeſty diſhonoured 
c "he? we for ever be governed; ſhall king, 

upper tree, and lower tree, for ever be led 
c 3 the bill by Buzard and Turkey ? For 
« ſhame! O Rooks! Now is the time, when 
your country ſhould riſe formidable from 


© the peace, and oppoſe the daring Jackdaws, 
© who have forgot the terror of the name of 


© Rook. Down with that knaviſh faction 
© which blinds the eyes of royalty, and whirls 
© the nation to ruin. Let us raiſe ſome abler 
© Rook to conduct our affairs; let us conduct 
« the war on a national plan; let us form no 
* unnatural connections; never engage in a 
© ſtone war, that 6% in the feathers of a mini- 
© ſter. In a word, let us riſe once more our- 
* ſelves ; prove the defence of our friends; 
* the terror of our enemies. 

The whole aſſembly of Rooks caw'd ap- 
probation, and Magpye was reckoned a 
greater orator than ever. But it is neceſſary 
to underſtand his ſpeech to explain the ſtone 
war. The reader ſhould know, that about a 

C 2 | mile 


t (1 12 ) 

mile from the common, was a ſpot of ground, 
in which grew high trees, which a nation of 
Jays inhabited; it was interſected with ſeve- 
ral walls and ruins: The Rooks had ſome 
pretenſions, friends, and connections among 
the Jays; and the Jackdaws having the ſame, 
whenever a war happened between the two 
nations, they always endeavoured to make it 
the theatre of it ; for the walls, &c. were fo 
many poſts for them, and gave them great 
advantages: And yet the Rook miniſtry had 
frequently been ſo imprudent as to engage 
there ; but always with certain loſs : this gave 
occaſion to Magpye's calling it a buſh in the 
Feathers of a miniſter. Buzard had already 
formed ſome connections there, with the 
advice of Turkey, 

Turkey's was a mixed character; he had 
ſome abilities, but would give up all ap- 
pearance of them in company of Buzard : 
He pretended to be far his inferior, and by 
a ſtrange conduct, ſometimes guided him, 
and made him his tool. He would often 
praiſe the ſleekneſs of Buzard's feathers ; the 
graceful prominence of his bill ; and flatter 
his wonderful underſtanding ; his vaſt mini- 


ſterial abilities; and by ſuch means, w_ 
fully 
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fully ſerve his own ends. However, the elo- 
quence of Magpye overturned all their ma- 
chinations, and prevented them from ruining 
their country, notwithſtanding the aſſiſtance 
of Vulture : A bird that had not one good 
or honeſt quality in his : He was a com- 
poſition of all the blackeſt - that ever 
diſgraced the feather'd ſpecies ; a rook of ſome 
abilities, but all made the tools of his 
- = -; hated, deſpiſed, and avoided by all 
h - - ſt rooks : He turned politician, and when 
he could no longer ruin private Rooks, he 
endeavoured at that of his c--- y: He had 
neither -- - to the ſovereign Rook, 
love for his relations, nor friendſhip for the 
- - =- - but hated all, as much as he was 
d---d by all; except others as bad as him- 
ſelf. 

Every body agreed that no Rook in the 
kingdom was fo capable to ſucceed to Buzard's 
= power, as Magpye; accordingly he and his 
friends were ſeated in authority, and had the 
conduct of the war. Never man was ſo hurt 
at this change of miniſters, as Owl: Sorry I 
am that ſo many dark characters croud upon 
my pen ſo faſt. Owl, was a Rook of very 
great importance in the ſtate; not from his 

parts 
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parts and underſtanding, for he had neither; 
but his great poſſeſſions. On one corner of 
the common was a little nook of turf, on 
which grew ſeveral handſome trees, all the 
property of Owl, and his meer dependants ; 
beſides which, he took care to have neſts 
Wherever he could purchaſe boughs, in al- 
moſt all the trees of the kingdom; ſo that he 
influenced ſeveral elections of the members of 
the lower tree; and by this means grew of 
ſuch importance, that the miniſterial Rooks 
were always obliged to ſatisfy his demands, 
which ſometimes were monſtrouſly exorbitant; 
indeed Magpye, indulged him leſs than moſt 
of them, for he deteſted his character, and 
when he came into power, he told his ma- 
jeſty, that if Owl was permitted to domineer 
in the adviſing neſt, he would not conduct 
his affairs. I cannot wonder at him, for Owl 
was a compoſition of pride, arrogance, and 
haughtineſs ; beſides all which, his brain was 
thought a little touched, which was occa- 
fioned by ſome private concerns; but this 
was a ſurmiſe; indeed a very probable one. 
Magpye was no ſooner ſeated in power, 
than all the whole nation of Jackdaws trem- 


bled at his name: He immediately encreaſed 
the 
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6 national forces, far beyond whatever had 
been known before; decrees were iſſued out, 
inſomuch that above three hundred Rooks 
were excerciſed in all the evolutions of their 
wings, and ready to attack the enemy; a 
vaſt force was ſent to defend the colony, 
which was in the, utmoſt danger, from the 
violent attacks of an army of Jackdaws. 
Theſe were drove back with loſs; and the 
victors meeting with a large party of the ene- 
my, who were trading with the Sparrows for 
Straws, &c. they were all made priſoners, 
and brought home with ſeveral bundles of 
| ſtraws, to the no ſmall exultation of the 
whole kingdom of Rooks. 

The conquerors not only repelled the in- 
croachments of the Jackdaws, but by degrees 
made themſelves maſters of all the ſtone wall, 
which they had fortified; and concluding 
a treaty with the Sparrows, they attacked the 
enemy's colony itſelf, and met with great 
ſucceſs, ſo that moſt part of their whole field 
was conquered. Theſe ſucceſſes were in a 
good meaſure owing to Thruſh; a Rook of 
no great eminence before the war; but, hay- 
ing long lived among the Sparrows, he made 
many connections with them ; built his neſt 

in 
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in one of their buſhes, was ſo gallant a Rook, 
that it was as much as ever the cock Sparrows 
could do to keep their hens chaſte: and as 
for the young ones, Thruſh, by their means, 
produced an almoſt new race of Sparrows in 
his progeny. Magpye when he underſtood 
how great an intereſt Thruſh had among the 
whole nation of Sparrows, employed him in 
preſerving the friendſhip between them and 
the Rooks; and even placed him at the head 
of an army againſt the Sparrows that were in 
alliance with the Jackdaws ; in which quality 
he behaved very well, and gained a great vic- 
tory over them. | | 
Magpye, although he had pretty well 

fixed his power, yet there were ſeveral Rooks 

that at firſt oppoſed his meaſures ; the oppo- 
fition of Linnet was not of very great conſe- 
quence, it reſulted in ſome meaſure from re- 
venge; for Magpye had always oppoſed him 
when he was in power, and for that end had 
even ſometimes joined with his own enemy, 


Vulture; however, Linnet's - oppoſition was 


filenced with a p- 

About three miles from the common is 
ſituated a large garden, belonging to a neigh- 
bouring gentleman: The Rooks and Jack- 

| | daws, 


TOW 001 


. > 

daws, for ſeveral years, had diſcovered the 
way to it; and there being in a large ſhrub- 
bery on one fide of it, ſome tall aſh trees, 
the two nations made ſettlements, which 
were of immenſe importance ; for the neigh- 
bouring nations, as well as themſelves, were 
ſupplied with catterpillars, beans and peas, 
almoſt ſolely from thence : Theſe three moſt 
yaluable commodities being only in the hands 
of the Rooks and Jackdaws, they put what 
price they pleaſed on them : Formerly the 
Rooks had much the beſt ſituated trees, and 
enjoyed by far the moſt conſiderable catter- 
pillar trade; but the Jackdaws, by their un- 
wearied diligence in building new- neſts, 
gained the beſt Part of the trade to themſelves; 
ſo that the Rooks, after they had ſerved their 
home conſumption, did not export more than 
fetched five hundred cockchafers wings a 


year; while the Jackdaws received two thou- 


ſand for the commodities they exported of the 
growth of catterpillar land. 

This vaſt ſuperiority of the enemy occa- 
honed Magpye's determining to attack them 
there. Accordingly he ſent out a large army 
of Rooks for that purpoſe; the trees of the 
enemy were very ſtrongly fortified, but no- 

D thing 
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thing could reſiſ the valour of the Rooks; ſo 
that, after a long engagement, one of the prin- 
cipal trees of the Jackdaws was taken. 

This vaſt ſucceſs greatly advanced the re. 
putation of the nation, and the name of Mag- 
pye was reſounded from one end of the king- 
dom to the other. He certainly was a Rook 
of very great abilities, perhaps greater than 
any other in the nation; he rouſed the ſink- 
ing courage of his brother Rooks, and while 
he conducted the internal affairs of the king- 
dom with the greateſt unanimity, he made 
uſe of the latent force of his country, and 
formed and executed ſchemes, which will for 
ever be admired. 

One great difficulty he laboured under 
when he came firſt into the adminiſtration : 
Although his* miniſtry was pretty abſolute, 
yet he was obliged either to reſign his power, 
or humour the determined inclination his ſo- 
vereign had for a ſtone war: To do the for- 
mer he had no notion; for no mortal loved 
power better than he; and if he came into 


the latter, he knew he muſt act diametrically 


oppoſite, not only to his conſcience, but all 
his former harangues ; however he undertook 
it, and accordingly went to the lower tree, 

and 
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and demanded no leſs than fix thouſand wings 
to carry on a ſtone war: All were ſurprized ; 
but Magpye, ſmoothing his feathers, aſſured 
them: That he heartily regretted his ever 
« having declared againſt the expediency of 
« a ſtone war; but that an oppoſing patriot, 
« and a miniſter of ſtate, mult ever ſee things 
te quite differently ; he was ſure, that the co- 
e Jony could only be conquered in ſtone-land 
ce and that ſuch a war would divert the Jack- 
« daw forces from relieving, either their ſet- 
« tlements at the farm-yard, or caterpillar- 
& land.“ In ſhort, fix thouſand wings were 
granted, and the nation was once more em- 
barked in a ſtone war, which almoſt ruined 
it. The reader ſhould know, that Magpye 
carried on this war in a ſucceſsful manner, 
by borrowing prodigious ſums every year; 
ſucceſſive adminiſtrations had all acted in the 
ſame manner, ſo that the national debt, at 
the time I am ſpeaking of, amounted to near 
an hundred thouſand wings: A prodigious 
ſum, the intereſt of which could not have 
been paid, had the Rooks poſſeſſed a leſs ex- 
tenſive trade. | | 1 850 

Magpye, for the better carrying on the 
ſtone war, made a moſt ignominious treaty 

9 D 2 | with 
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with the king of the Eagles, a warlike na- 


tion on the confines of ſtone land ; this treaty 


had no effects that are worth naming ; but 


Magpye, out of his abundant generoſity, gave 


gave him a yearly ſubſidy of ſix hundred 
wings, meerly that his victories over his own 


enemies might add to the number of extra- 


ordinary memoirs, publiſhed during his admi- 
niſtration. 

This active miniſter puſhed on the war 
with infinite vigour, which gave a general ſa- 
tisfaction to the whole nation of Rooks. Pe- 
lican, who commanded their army in ſtone 
land, gained a great victory there; he was 
certainly a general of abilities, but had very 


little merit in this battle, the Jackdaw com— 


mander ſurprized him, and attacked his ar- 
my while he was aſleep; but by the uncon- 
querable bravery of ſeveral Rooks in his ar- 
my, he repelled their attacks, and defeated 
them. The greateſt part of his army was 
auxiliary Jays; but Crow commanded ſome 
Rooks in it. Pelican and Crow had before 
diſliked each other, and quarrelled, fo the 
former took this opportunity to ruin Crow, 
and aſſerted he did not do his duty. Mag- 

Pye 
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pye unjuſtly gave into Pelican's reſentment, 
and, poor Crow, though as great a Rook as 
either of them, was diſmiſſed : Nay, he was 
condemned to have the two fineſt feathers in 
each wing plucked out with diſhonour. Wag- 
tail ſuceeded him. 

About this time his moſt ſacred majeſty the 
king of the Rooks departed this life: He was 
in his neſt, and was unexpectedly choaked 
with ſwallowing a large worm; bs felL out 
of his upper neſt into the lower one, to the 
great diſmay of his faithful attendants. He 
was a monarch greatly beloved by many: 
All the gay, young, and lively Rooks of both 
ſexes now expected a court that would. not 
be abſurdly tied down to the loweſt forms. 
He was ſucceeded by his ſon, a young Rook 
of great hopes. 

The Rooks are certainly a very religious 
nation ; for every tree in their dominions has 
3 aneſt ſet aſide for the celebration of their pub- 
lic worſhip, and ſtipends are paid their prieſts; 


| f above theſe are a ſet of venerable Rooks, cre- 


ated by the king, for the good of religion 
but, in general, their only buſineſs is to fly 


dly about with their artificial wings, to attend 
| the 
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the levies of miniſters, and to vote in the up- 
per tree, as Buzard bids them. Though 
Magpye was, in fact, prime miniſter, yet 
Buzard was ſtill in a great poſt, and had the 
naming to all religious preferments; to 
Buzard therefore, and Magpye, Raven ad- 
dreſſed his letter. 

This letter made ſome noiſe. therefore 1 
take notice of it; it was touching the conduct 
of the war, and adviſing the two miniſters to 
puſh the war in Stone Land. This was con- 
trary to his opinion, when he oppoſed the 
court in the lower tree; but turning courtier, 
his maxims altered. Raven was for many 
years conſidered as a true patriot, and a Rook 

of untainted integrity ; but he proved how 
much the Rooks were miſtaken in him the 
firſt moment it was 1n his power: He then 
ſhewed how deſpicable a foul he poſſeſſed; 

he was bribed to give over oppoſing, and pre- 
fered to a ſeat in the upper tree. From that 
time all true Rooks contemned him ; he lived 
a long while in all the ſilence of a wretch, 
whoſe brethren no longer would look on him; 
and after ſeveral years of ignominy, had the 


preſumption to pretend to inſtruct Magpye : 
He 
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He {till remains a deſpicable monument of 
diſappointed ambition. 

Magpye ftill continued to puſh the war 
with the utmoſt vigour; determining to extir- 
phate the Jackdaws from all their ſettlements at 
the farm yard, he ſent a great force againſt 
che ſtrongeſt fortified tree in all / their colony. 
This Army was commanded by Hawk, a 
=X young warrior of moſt conſummate genius, 
and undaunted reſolution : He met with in- 
numerable difficulties in attacking the enemy; 
FX their tree was ſo ſtrongly fortified, that hardly 
a branch was left without a neſt in it; a very 
able Jackdaw commanded in it; and it was 
not till after repeated attacks, and long con- 
ſideration, that Hawk could form an advan- 
8 tageous diſpoſition to affault the tree; at laſt 
he effected it, which bringing on a battle, the 
IF Jackdaws were defeated, and their capital 
tree taken, but not without the loſs of the 
brave Hawk. The command on his death 
fell to Parrot, a Rook who had the appear- 
_Fance of abilities, but wanted the reality; he 
had all the impudence neceſſary to impoſe on 
fools; but wiſe men deſpiſed him : He had a 
{conſummate vanity, and che envy to write to 
the miniſtry an account of his proceedings, 
with- 
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without ever naming the brave Hawk, whoſe 
valour had left him nothing but to reap the 
effects of it, but far without deſerving them: 
He was a compoſition of meanneſs and affect- 
ed popularity: He valued himſelf upon his 
wit, which was groſs, and his fatire ſpared 
none, not even the worthieſt and moſt re- 
ſpectable characters; ſuch a Rook well de- 

ſerves to be ſatirized himſelf. 
The loſs of this ſtrong tree annihilated the 
Power of the Jackdaws at the farm, and the 
Rook colony now. throve ſurpriſingly : The 
ſame ſucceſs attended their arms wherever 
they encountered their enemies. In the 
country of the Wrens, a vaſt way from the 
common, they likewiſe extirpated the Jack- 
daws ; ſo that all their commerce was ruined, 
and that of the Rooks flouriſhed accordingly : 
Vaſt quantities of many curious ornaments for 
their neſts, were imported from Wren- land; 
multitudes of new trees on the Rooks fide of 
the River were inhabited; vaſt neſts for mer 
chandize were conſtructed, and prodigious 
barrack neſts for the troops built; new ſpecies WW 
of luxury flowed in from all parts the Rooks 
traded to: Never was the nation fo rich and 

flouriſhing. 

The 
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The king of the Rooks had. ſeveral attend- 
ants of the moſt noble families, who were to 
wait on his new ---. One was to ſmooth his 
feathers when he roſe of a morning ; another 
to make him a bed of down ; a third to in- 
troduce all to him, who demanded audiences; 
a fourth was to pick the dirt from between 
his majeſty's toes; a fifth to fetch him pro- 
viſion, &c. &c. They were headed by Pea- 
cock, who was a wonderful favourite with his 
maſter, but not with his ſubjects. 

Peacock was a handſome Rook, but very 
l----- s, and report ſaid he made free now 


3 | and then with too high game ; however, his 


. maſter was fond of him, and while he pre- 
ſerved that favour, he was very little ſolicitous 
about what the world ſaid of him. He gave 
great reaſon for the general diſlike that was 
formed againſt him, being a moſt arrogant, 
inſolent, ſupercilious Rook; his haughtineſs 
made him hated by all the great ſervants of 


* the king. He was'a bird of no genius, no 


abilities; in ſhort, nothing but a certain ob/ti- 


4 nacy could keep him where his impudence 


had placed him; but he was obſtinate to the 
higheſt degree. 


E | About 
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About this time the Goldfinches, a nation 
who bordered on the territories of the Jack- 
daws, pretending to take umbrage at the great 
ſucceſs of the Rooks, were ſo abſurd as to 
quarrell with them; the Jackdaws had ſued 
for peace, which Magpye was very willing to 
liſten to; but, in the courſe of the negotiation, 
perceiving that the Jackdaws were trifling, 
and that they expected the aſſiſtance of the 
Goldfinches, he propoſed to the other ſervants 
of his majeſty, to anticipate the defigns of the 
latter nation, and attack them while they were 
yet unprepared for war. A noble and moſt 
heroic-plan ; but the king's adviſers were of a 
different opinion, which put Magpye into a 
terrible paſſion with them; he chattered at one, 
ked at another, and clawed a third ; and 
ſwore bitterly he would have nothing to fay 
to ſuch a ſet of daſtardly Rooks. ©« How 
« long,” ſays Owl, “ ſhall we be bully'd by 
« this wretch ? ” © That wretch. ” replied 
Magpye, is neither afraid, nor aſhamed to 
c tell your Owlſhip, that many a Rook have 
„ had their brains picked out “ for leſs than 


The Rooks puniſhment for traytors: A certain Rook 
of the firſt rank, it ſeems, had been very free in talking 
to the Embaſſador, and proved himſelf a good friend to 
the Jackdaws. 


% you 
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te you ſaid to the Jackdaws Embaſſador at 
, « Buzard's.” A moſt ſpirited anſwer to Owl's 
hot-headed ſpeech ; he hung down his baſe 
head at it, and ſaid no more. Magpye, from 
that time, would have no more to do with the 
affairs of the Rooks, and it gave their whole 
nation great concern, that he withdrew him- 
ſelf. As he had been fo highly advantageous 
to his country, his maſter beſtowed a penſion 
upon him; which, however, he might like, 
he would not have accepted, if he had known 
what followed; for Peacock treacherouſly ma- 
naged to make him take it in ſuch a manner 
as to hurt his popularity; and afterwards, 
when Magpye came to the grand neſt of his 
maſter, the - - - turned his back upon him, 
and would not ſpeak to him; hard uſage for 
a Rook, who had done him ſuch ſervice ! 
Magpye juſtified himſelf to Oſtrich, which 
was one of the meaneſt actions of his life. 
In one corner of the Rooks dominions, 
was ſituated a moſt enormous oak, ſurrounded 
cloſe by other very large trees; theſe were 
all as full of neſts as they could hold; and, 
to ſpeak metaphorically, might be conſidered | 
as the capital city of the kingdom; one part — 
of it was inhabited chiefly by traders, among | 
E 2 | whom 
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hom Oſtrich was confiderable:: This city 


of Rooks was a receptacle of all the wretches, 
vagabonds, villains, and cheating traders in 
the nation: It was filled with nothing but 
meanneſs, vice, luxury, and corruption; in 
ſhort, it might be conſidered as the cankered, 
peccant part of the whole body politic of the 
Rooks ; but withal exceeding rich, It abound- 
ed with uſurers, who would lend their cock- 
chafers wings to the Devil, if he bid half per 
cent. more than a miniſter. Oſtrich was a 
conſiderable Rook among them, and had great 
poſſeſſions in Caterpillar- land; he was a haugh- 
fy, vain, inſolent Rook, and far beneath Mag- 


pye's notice, who would not have ſtooped to 


juſtify himſelf to him, but for his popularity 
in the capital. 

After Magpye's carreer was over, a new 
miniſtry was formed; the war was ex- 
tended, by the Goldfinches aſſiſting the Jack- 
daws: The miniſters carried-it on with very 
good ſucceſs ; indeed no thanks were due to 
them for it ; for Magpye had ſketched out the 
whole out-line, ſa that they could only have 
the honour of filling it up ; but they had the 
impudence to aſſume the whole credit of it. 
Before l proceed, I ſhould take notice of an 

affair 
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affair at home. As the Rook was a young 
Rook of great parts; it was thought highly 
neceſſary. to look out for a young female 
Bird for a wife for him; it was ſuppoſed he 
| had a little /endreſſe for a female Rook in his 
grand neſt, of the name of Nightingale, who 
was very handſome, had a fine bill, ſhining 
feathers, genteel legs, &c. In ſhort, perfect- 
ly well formed, and was withal mighty live- 
ly, and high born; but, for particular rea- 
ſons, it did not prove a match. Nightingale 
was afterwards wedded to Tom-tit, an inſig- 
nificant Rook, without ſo much as a motion. 
But the Rook was afterwards joined to a young 

Jay of ſurprizing ſpritelineſs, wit, and under- 
- ſtanding. | 

Heron enjoyed a conſiderable poſt under 
the king of the Rooks. He was a great, un- 
wieldy, aukward Rook, his mind of as clum- 
ly a make as his body; he was ſuſpected to 
preſerve decorum no more than Peacock. - - - 
Little deſerving of his poſt, his promotion was 
as unexpected as it was ſurpriſing. When 
the meſſengers went to inform him of their 
maſter's pleaſure, he was found laying like a 
lump of lead in his neſt faſt aſleep: He poſ- 
ſeſſed the genius neceſſary to ſee, that the 
8 | king's 
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king's neſt was clean that he eat in! 
to obſerve that the royal victuals were well 


diſhed, the waiters properly dreſſed ; 
he had alſo ſome notion of œconomy in his 


own aftairs, and thought that he ſhould be- 
have in the ſame manner in his maſter's houſ- 
hold as his own; ſo he made ſome very un- 
pleaſing regulations; though, perhaps, they 
might be reaſonable enough. 

Another great poſt was poſſeſſed by Swan; 
a very different character from the foregoing. 


He was a very conſiderable member of the 
upper tree; a noble, beneficent, generous, 


and worthy Rook: If he was not a bird of 


very ſhining parts, he had very uſeful ones; 
and he had a good heart, as well as an able 


head: His integrity made him not only be- 


loved, but reſpected by the whole nation; 
and it gave them great pleaſure to think, that 


their maſter had at leaſt one ſervant, in whom 


all parties could put their truſt. 
The miniſtry continued the war with vi- 


| gour on Magpye's plan, they made two con- 


queſts in caterpillar land of immenſe conſe- 
quence; one of them almoſt ruined the 
Goldfinches, and the other was from the 
Jackdaws : The former were tired of the war 

al- 
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already, and repented of their having been fo 
imprudent as to engage in it: They hoped 
to reimburſe themſelves by attacking their 
neighbour the Bullfinches; but the Rooks, 
their allies, ſuccoured them in time, and 
repelled the attempt. The conqueſts the 
Rooks had made during this prodigiouſly ex- 
penſive war, brought them in ſuch vaſt riches 
caterpillars, beans, peas, ſtraws, moſs, ſlime, 
worms, grubs, &c. &c. &c. that their trade 
was encreaſed exceſſively ; and they ſerved 
their neighbours with many articles of 
commerce, which they themſelves. before 
took of the Jackdaws. This vaſt profit made 
their immenſe national debt ſet eaſy on them; 
for their conqueſts were made at ſuch a pro- 
digious expence, that vaſt ſums were borrow. 
ed yearly. The whole nation trembled leaſt 
the miniſtry ſhould ſacrifice theſe acquiſitions 
for the ſake of peace on private intereſts. 
And their fears were till encreaſed, when 
they reflected on former treaties, in which the 
Jackdaws had generally outwitted their mi- 
niſters. 

Such was the temper of the nation when 
the Jackdaws monarch again propoſed a ne- 
gotiation for a peace to the Rook miniſtry, 
which 
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which was eagerly embraced; ſo a Jackdaw 
embaſſador came to the Rooks to treat, and 
Owl went on the fame errand to the Jack- 
daw king. The whole nation was alarmed, 
when they found that Owl was to conduct 
the treaty ; they had no opinion of him; and 
his having often declared himſelf a ſtrenuous 
friend to peace on any terms, terrified them 
exceſſively : They were ſenſible, that the cun- 
ning Jackdaws would take advantage of his 


fiery diſpoſition, and chouſe him out of all 


the acquiſitions, which their bravery had 
gained. The whole kingdom waited with 
anxious expectation, for the terms of the 
peace they ſo much dreaded. 

In the mean time, the King of the Rooks 
had an honour to beſtow, which was eager. 
ly deſired by all the great Rooks. When any 
Rook, by a long ſeries of great actions, ren- 


ders himſelf worthy of a great reward, among 


other things, the King adorns their necks with 
a little ſtring of dried cock-pheaſant's eyes to 
hang round them: This gives them great 
rank, and is one of the higheſt honours a 


Rook can aſpire to. The King of the Rooks 


himſelf wears it; there was one of theſe va- 
cant, which a young Rook of the blood 
wanted, 
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wanted, . a 14er d title to 
it; but Peacock alſo had a great inclination 
for it; and had the audacious impudence to 
aſk for it, in prejudice of the young Rook. 
The king of the Rooks gave no direct an- 
ſwer; but luckily, another fell vacant ; and 
ſo each of them had their necks honourably 
ſtrung round with pheaſant's eyes. 
Soon after this, Peacock was fo exulted with 
his new honour, that he went away directly, 
and picked Swan moſt unmercifully ; he came 
by ſurprize, and plucked out a feather from 
his wing with all imaginable haughtineſs, and 
gave it to a young Rook, a friend of his. 

Among the miniſters of the king of the 
Rooks was Lark, a Rook of an exceeding 
good character, who added great weight to 
the miniſtry by his popularity ; the nation put 
ſome confidence in him, and he would have 
had much more, had he not joined in with 
Peacock. He had applied himſelf to under- 
$ ſtand the commercial intereſts of His country 
with great care, and had far ſucceeded in it. 
He ſet out in life with, and was the rival of 
Swallow, a young Rook of conſequence; at 
firſt it was thought that Swallow was the 


greater bird ; but afterwards abandoning him- 
F ſelf 
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| elf to all manner of vice and licentiouſneſs, 
be became a wretch, hated and deſpiſed by 
all ; and Lark, taking a very different courſe, 
made a much better public figure; though 
bis private character was very abominable. 

Partridge was a Rook of a middling cha- 
rater ; he was celebrated for nothing but his 
love of good chear ; as to his abilities, they 
were very doubtful; he never ſhewed any 
great ones: And though he filled a very high 
poſt, can be regarded __ as an vo 
. 
At laſt out came the formidable ade of 
the peace between the Rooks; Jackdaws, 
Goldfinches, and Bullfinches. I cannot but 
give an epitome of theſe deteſted articles, fo 


highly injurious the honour of the name of | 
Rook. | 


ARTICLE J. 


INTRODUCTION, 


The king of the Rooks, and the king of 
the Jackdaws, animated with the warmeſt re. 
ciprocal deſire to re-eſtabliſh harmony, and a 
laſting union between them, as well for the 
benefit of the, whole ſpecies of the feathered 
kind 
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| kind, as for that of their reſpective ſubjects, 
the Rooks and Jackdaws ; and having reflect- 
ed on the unſucceſsful attempt to bring about 
this great work ſome time ago, as well as on 
all points in diſpute between the two crowhs; 
and the kings of the Goldfinches and Bull- 
. fiches, being alſo animated with the fame ſin- 
cere defire to reſtote to their ſubjects the bleſ- 
ſings of peace, have, in conjunction with the 
before- mentioned monarchs, by mutual con- 
ſent; agreed on the following articles of peace. 
For this purpoſe his majeſty the king of the 
Rooks, has named and authoriſed the moſt 
noble Peacock, his embaſſador to the Jack - 
dawy monarch : The king of the Jackdaws, 
the moſt noble Martin. And the king of 
the Bullfinches, Snipe; who, having commu- 
nicated to each other their full authorities, 
have agreed on the following articles: 
1 | 

On the immediate ratification of theſe arti- 
cles, moſt cordial love and affection ſhall be 
re- eſtabliſned between the nations of the 

Rocks, Jackdaws, and Goldfinches. Orders, 


ſhall be ſent to their generals commanding 
their flights of military birds, to ceaſe all quar- 


PF. rels; 
V 
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rels; and, for the future, to live in perfect 
union with each. 


II. 


His majeſty the king of the Jackdaws 
from this time renounces every pretenſion 
to his whole late colony at the Farm-yard, 
and all its depepdencies : He does this out of 
his fincere deſire to preſerve the peace; fo 
that, for the future, no differences ſhall ſub- 
ſiſt between the two nations: His majeſty not 
only guarantees theſe dominions to the king 
of the Rooks; but alſo the nook of land by 
the canal ; and cedes them in full right to the 
faid king of the Rooks. But ſuch of his 
ſubjects as remain in the ſaid Farm-yard, and 
its dependencies, ſhall have liberty to fly with 
their effects wherever they pleaſe. 


HI. 


The ſubjects of his Jackdaw majeſty ſhall 
have the liberty of catching flies on a part of 
the bank of the canal called Fly-land, and 
alſo on the neighbouring fiſh-pond, on condi- 
tion that the Jackdaws do not light upon the 
banks of the ſaid pond ; and they ſhall, more. 
over, never fly nearer to the banks than the 


diſtance 
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diſtance of three: feet; nor ſhall they catch 
nearer than fifteen feet from the banks of the 


nook of land mentioned in the ſecond ar- 
ticle. 


IV. 


The king of the Rooks grants to the king 
of the Jackdaws, in full right, the two wil- 
low-trees that grow out of the canal, by way 
of coyert for the Jackdaw fly-catchers; and the 
Jackdaw king engages, on his royal word, 
not to build one ſingle fortified neſt, but meer- 


ly ſuch as will ſerve to refreſh the wearied 
fly-catchers. 


V. 


The beech-tree, which ſtands on the banks 
of the river in the common, ſhall be put into 
the ſtate preſcribed by former treaties. Only 
the great neſt on it (as it ſerves meerly to ſe- 


cure the inhabited ones, againſt the violence 


of the wind) ſhall be ſpared. 


VI. 


That, for the future, not the leaſt ſhadow 
of pretence may remain, for diſputing about 
the limits of the ſettlements of the two nations 
in 


(46) 
in the neighbourhood of the: Pirniayard': It 
z agreed, that, from this time, the dominions 
belonging to both nations ſhall for ever be ſe 
 parated by the row of Elms, which run from 
the Farm-yard to the river; and for this pur- 
poſe the king of the Jackdaws cedes and gua- 
rantees, in fol right all the territory on the 
left fide of the faid trees, containing an ams 
pled wood and a meadow (except one ſmall 
piece of ruins, which" lies on the ſide; and 
the little nook on which it is ſituated, which 
Thall remain to the Jackdaws) to the Rooks ; 
provided that the faid Row of Elms be len 
free to either nation to light upon, Par- 
ticularly thoſe that ſeparate the piece of ruins 
from the other territories of the Jackdaws. 
The ſtipulations concerning the inhabitants of 
the Farm-yard field alſo to be in force ſor 
theſe. 


VII. 

The king of the Rooks conſents to 0 
all the great and important conqueſts he has 
made from the Jackdaws in caterpillar-land , 

conſiſting not only of the wilderneſs, but the 
' graſs-plot and the left kitchin-garden ; but the 


Rooks ſhall have eighteen days to fly away 
with their — VIII. The 
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The king of the Jackdaws guarantees and 
cedes to the king of the Rooks the two little 

bean- beds on the right in caterpillar-land. 

And as to the diſputed ones, the Jackdaws 


| ſhall have the pea-bed, and the Rooks the 
reſt. 


IX, 

The king of the Rooks ſhall reſtore to the 
Jackdaws the ſunny tower, and the neigh- 
bouring aſh-trees, far diſtant from the banks 

of the river; and the king of the Jackdaws 

.cedes the neighbouring parks to the Rooks. 


X. 


The king of the Rooks ſhall reſtore in 
moſs-land, all his conqueſts on the left fide 
of the river. The Jackdaw monarch reſtores 


— — — 


— — — 


XI. 


The Jackdaw king engages to reſtore the 
the ſtrong aſh-tree- on the bank of the river, 
in the fame ſtate in which it was conquered. 
. : XII. The 
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XII. 


The Jackdaws ſhall reſtore all territories 
belonging to the king of the Rooks in ſtone- 
land, and alſo thoſe of his friendly Jays. 


XIII. 


On the ratification of theſe articles the 
Jackdaws ſhall evacuate all the territories in 
ſtone-land belonging to the king of the Ea- 
gles. And the two kings agree not to give 
any aſſiſtance to their reſpective allies in ſtone- 
land. | 

| XIV. 

The two ſmall beech-trees, by the large 
one on the bank of the river, ſhall immedi- 
ately be forſaken by the Jackdaws. 


XV. 


The deciſion of all the plunder taken from | 
the Goldfinches by the Rooks in time of 
peace, ſhall be decided by the profeſſors of 


law amongſt the Rooks. 
XVI. 


The king of the Rooks ſhall cauſe all the 


fortified neſts, which his ſubjects ſhall have 
built 
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built in the grove of popple-trees in caterpillar- 
land is to be demoliſhed : And his majeſty the 
king of the Bullfinches ſhall not, for the fu- 
ture, interrupt the Rooks in breaking and 
and carrying away popple-twigs, nor in build- 
ing warehouſe-neſts for holding the fame. 


XVII. 


The king of the Goldfinches deſiſts from 
all pretenſion which he may have formed to 
the right of catching flies on the bank of the 
canal in fly-land. 


XVIII. 


The king of the Rooks ſhall reſtore to the 
Goldfinches, all that he has conquered from 
them in the currant buſh-quarter in caterpil- 
lar-land. 


XIX. 


In conſequence of the reſtitution contained 
in the preceding article, the king. of the 
Goldfin es cedes and guarantees, in full 
right, to e king of the Rooks, all that his 
ſubjects poſſeſs in the farm- yard, and neigh- 
bourhood, on the Rook- ſide of the row of 
Elms. The Goldfinch inhabitants to have 

r * 
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perfect liberty to fly, wherever they pleaſe, 
with their effects. 


The king of the Bullfinches, his majeſty 
the king of the Rooks ally, is expreſsly in- 
included in this treaty; and the kings 
of the Jackdaws and Goldfinches engage to 
re-eſtabliſh the antient peace between them 
and the Bullfinches. They alſo engage, that 
all hoſtilities ſhall ceaſe between the Jack- 
daws and Goldfinches, on the one ſide; and 


the Bullfinches, and their ally, on the other : 


And alſo that all the neſts of his majeſty the 
king of the Bullfinches ſubjects ſhall be re- 
ſtored, which their late enemies have con- 
quered, 


XXI. 


All the territories which may any where 


have been conquered by the kings of the 
| Rooks and Bullfinches, as well as s by thoſe 
of the Jackdaws and Goldfinches, which are 
not included by name in theſe articles, ſhall 
mutually be reſtored. 

XXII. It 


7 


* hey 
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XXII. 


It being very neceſſary to aſſign ſome fixed 
periods, for the reſtitutions and evacuations to 
be made by each of the moſt high and con- 
tracting parties; it is agreed, that the Rooks 
and Jackdaws ſhall immediately proceed to 
the evacuation of Stone-land. 

The little end of the Stone-wall on the 
Jackdaws fide of the river, ſhall be forſaken 
by the Rooks, fix days after the ratification. 

The acquiſitions which the Rooks have 


made from the Jackdaws in Caterpillar-land, 


ſhall be reſtored in three weeks. 
The Rooks ſhall enter into poſſeſſion of all 
the ceſſions made by the Jackdaws, on the 


ſide of the Row of Elms, in three weeks. 


The Sunny-tower ſhall be evacuated in 
three weeks: The Aſh- tree, by the Jack- 
daws, at the fame time; and the latter ſhall 
enter into poſſeſſion of the two e 
in the Canal. | 

The reſtitutions in Moſs-land ſhall SE 
place in ſix weeks. 


The Currant-buſh-quarter of Caterpillar- 


land ſhall be reſtored in three weeks. 


x G 2 All 
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All the fortified neſts of the king of the 
Bullfinches ſhall be reſtored immediately. 
In conſequence of theſe ſtipulations, the 
neceſſary orders ſhall be immediately ſent, by 
the moſt high W patties. 


XXIII. 


All the treaties, of whatever nature 

be, which were in force before the pteſent 
troubles, as well between the kings of the 
Rooks and Jackdaws, as between the kings 
of the Rooks and Goldfinches, as alſo between 
any of the above-named powers and the king 
of the Bullfinches, ſhall be revived and con- 
firmed, in all their articles, which are not de- 
_— to the preſent. 


XXIV. 


The priſoners made by the kings of the 
Rooks, Jackdaws, Goldfinches, and Bull- 
finches, ſhall reciprocally be reſtored. And 
each king ſhall reſpectively pay the advances 
which ſhall have been made for the ſubſiſt- 
ance and maintenance of their priſoners, by 
the king of the nation where they ſhall have 
been detained, 


XXV.That 
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XXV. 


To prevent all cauſes of complaints and diſ- 
putes, which may ariſe on account of plunder 
taken: It is reciprocally agreed, that the ſaid plun- 
der, which may be taken on the common and 
parts adjacent, after the ſpace of a day, to be 
computed from the ratification, 1 be re- 
ſtored on both ſides. 

That the term ſhall be ſix days for all 
e taken, between the Common and the 

yard. 

wr three weeks for all plunder taken in 
Caterpillar- land. And fix weeks for Moſs- 
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The ratifications of theſe articles ſhall be 
expedited and exchanged as ſoon as poſſible. 
In witneſs whereof, we, the under-written 
plenipotentiaries, in virtue of our reſpective 
full powers, have ſigned theſe articles. 

OwL. MARTIN. SNIPE. 


Declaration relative to the XIIIth article. 
His majeſty the king of the Jackdaws de- 
Clares, that, in agreeing to the thirteenth ar- 
ticle 
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ticle of the treaty, he does not mean to re- 
nounce the right of acquitting his debts due 
to his allies; nor is the remittance of ſuch 
arrears to be conſidered as an infraction of the 
faid article. In witneſs whereof, &c. 

MARTIN. 


Such were the articles of peace agreed on 
between the high and mighty nations of 
Rooks and Jackdaws. They were received 
with the moſt unfeigned joy by the latter; 
but not ſo by the former. The Rooks had - 
made ſuch great and important conqueſts, that 
the whole kingdom expected to keep ſome of 
the moſt important of them, to reimburſe 
part of their immenſe expences. 

However, the miniſtry, on the concluſion 
of it, kept the articles thereof ſecret, till they 
were laid before the general aſſembly, or ſe- 
nate, of Rooks, for their approbation. The 
Rook, who conducted affairs, was not 
very uneaſy about the complection of that 
| ſenate, notwithſtanding the oppoſition of old 
Buzard : He knew how many of its mem- 
bers were abſolutely under his feet, as a mi- 
niſter ; and he took care to ſtrengthen his 
intereſt by every means he could deviſe. He 

ſecured 
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ſecured Owl's whole intereſt, by making 
| Woodcock keeper of the King's houſhold- 
neſt, a poſt of very great importance; and 
{ending Quail to govern the grove of oaks, 
which formed part of his maſter's dominions 
on the Common. 

Woodcock was a young Rook of very 
great hopes; he had an exceeding good cha- 
rafter, and was generally beloved by thoſe 
that knew him ; he had married a relation of 
Oil's; and fo, whether he liked it or not, that 
ambitious bird would have him accept of the 
keeperſhip ; he refuſed it for ſome time; and 
at laſt took it, on condition of its not tying 
him down at all to the royal neſt, but left 
him as much at liberty as before. 

Quail was a very different bird : Report 
ſaid that he did not abound much in very 
good qualities ; as to his abilities, they were 
but fo ſo. Thus the miniſterial Rook took 
care to ſecure Owl ; and as — all thoſe who 
would not ſupport his meaſures, why, he 
drove them out of the royal neſt, and took 
others in their places; amongſt thoſe who 
did not like him, was Starling ; a ſtrange 
wretch ! who had few, or no qualities, that 


were good for any thing to recommend him; 
| he 
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he was. cloſely connected with Buzard; they 


were a couple of very ftrange Rooks : Buzard 


always ſaid, he loved him dearly ; and he 


uſed, when he had drank too much rain 
water, to play ſtrange antic tricks with Star- 
ling; indeed they were neither of them fa- 
mous for their ſobriety. 

The miniſterial Rook went on furiouſly to 
model the lower tree according to his inte- 
reſts, that they might approve of his ma- 
nagement. At laſt they met, and every ſena- 
torial Rook being ſeated on his reſpective neſt, 


which all joined, and the neceſſary ceremo- 


monies being over, the articles of peace were 
laid before them. Thoſe Rooks who, from 


| time to time, had the taſk of making peace, 


when they had concluded treaties, always 
endeavoured to get them approved of; be- 
cauſe if their intereſt was not great, they 
might loſe their brains for a miſdemeanor. 
The articles being read to the Rooks who 
were perched upon the upper tree, Blackbird 


propoſed to them, that each Rock ſhould 
pluck out the firſt feather in his wing, and 


preſent it to the king for his having conclud- 
ed ſuch a moſt honourable and advantageous 


Peace. « A peace, my noble Rooks, which 
45 Will 
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te will be attended with infinite conſequences 
te to our lateſt poſterity : By this admirable 
* treaty, we have gained poſſeſſion of ſuch a 
te prodigious dominion, that this nation will 
e feel, will feel, my noble Rooks, the be. 
e nefit of it for ever, if future adminiſtrations 
have but the reſolution to preſerve what the 
e invincible conduct of the preſent has gained. 
* It is aſtoniſhing, that our very excellent 
* miniſter was able to extend his fatherly 
e care to all our extenſive intereſts ; yet he 
« has done it; nobly done it. He has not 
* only preſerved the colonies in the Farm- 
te yard ſecure; he has not only defined limits, 
„but my Rooks, he has gained the whole 
e dominion of the enemy to himſelf: Such 
© an admirable article would alone ſtamp 
te this peace for the moſt excellent one 
« that ever was concluded. I ſhall not en- 
« quire into any other articles; my. profefſian 
« is to ſee, that one Rook does not wrong an- 
« other: It is not to examine treaties ; but 
« this noble one well deſerves our beſt fea- 
te thers.” Here Blackbird reſted; he was a 
bird of very great abilities, and famous for 


the argumentative part of eloquence. No - 


Rook ever handled any ſubject that required 
H a ſub- 


Las 
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a ſubtle examination in ſo maſterly a manner: 
he was formerly-thought a proper opponent 
. to Magpye; but he had not impudence enough 
to withſtand him. He was ſeconded in his 
ſpeech by Curlieu, who ſaid: My Rooks, 
te ſpeak in this aſſembly but ſeldom ; but 1 
& cannot let a point of ſuch great conſequence 
te paſs without troubling you with my ſenti- 
& ments on it: I cannot but ſecond Black- 
« bird's motion, as I think the peace lately 
tc concluded an exceeding good one. That 
* noble Rook obſerved what great care the 
© makers of it had taken to ſecure our ſettle- 
* ments at the Farm-yard : Let me add, my 
« Rooks, that no leſs care and earneſt atten- 
& tion has been given to that moſt beneficial 
** commerce of fly-catching : Of all the ſour- 
“ ces of our power and riches, none are more 
te conſiderable than the fly-trade : Not to men- 
« tion how neceſſary a part of our diet ariſe 
« from this commerce; our exportation of 
« them brings us in vaſt ſums, and employs 
© prodigious numbers of poor Rooks. The 
« Jackdaws, before the late war, had moſt of 
te this trade in their hands; but now, my 
* Rooks, by the good conduct of our mini- 
* ſtry, we have juſt the ſame as acquired the 

« whole 
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ce whole trade to ourſelves. And then, as to 
« the Caterpillar-trade, upon my conſcience, 
« T think our governors acted very right there 
© too; caterpillars are but an unwholſome 
« food; ſo I think it was much better let our 
te enemies, the Jackdaws, poiſon themſelves 
« with it, if they pleaſe. I aſk pardon, my 
« Rooks, for troubling you; but really on 
e ſuch points I muſt ſpeak a little.” 

Mackaw heard this ridiculous ſpeech with 
indignation ; he was a Rook of no great abili- 
ties; but he had very good common ſenſe, 
and a great ſhare of popularity. He ſtretched 
his wings, and began as follows: That 
noble Rook, who ſays he troubles the tree 
« but ſeldom, muſt give me leave to fay, that 
it would be as well, if he was not to trou- 
© ble it at all, unleſs he would fay ſomething 
more to the purpoſe. Far be it from me to 
« cavil at a treaty, which will not admit of 
objections; but I humbly apprehend, that 
« the preſent one is of ſuch a nature, that this 
nation muſt ſuffer infinitely from it. The noble 
© Rook has aſſerted, that the makers of this 
© peace have done the fame as ruin the Jack- 
« daw fly-catching trade; nothing can be fal- 
* ſer. I agree with him, that that commerce 
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is of infinite advantage to us; fo great in- 
* deed, that the enemy ought not to have been 
left in poſſeſſion of the leaſt ſhare of it. Far 
from having ſecured it to ourſelves, our ac- 
© tive and enterpriſing antagoniſts will ſoon 
* convince us of the contrary. They will 
« darken the ſky with their flights to Fly-land; 
* they will employ a prodigious number of 
Jackdaws in carrying the dried flies to fo- 
* reign markets, to our infinite prejudice. The 
Willow trees, which are by this treaty grant- 
* ed them, my Rooks, are finely ſituated for 
their buſineſs; they have nothing to do but 
© to ſkim a-croſs the canal from theſe trees, 
« and catch prodigious numbers of flies; they 
© will make the beſt of them, and we ſhall, 
one time or other, feel the fatal effects of 
© leaving them in their hands. The noble 
© Rook, who ſpoke laſt, alſo aſſerts, that as 
* caterpillars are an unwholſome food, the 
* miniſtry did right in reſtoring our noble ac- 
« quiſitions in thoſe parts. Perhaps earth- 
« worms may be more wholſome ; but is that 
© any reaſon why we ſhould give up a moſt va- 
* luable branch of commerce to the Jackdaws ? 
« Surely, my Rooks, the abſurdity of ſuch ar- 


5 gumencs muſt appear very . ng 
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The Jackdaws are a buſy, enterprizing race, 
and if their monarch was not to keep their 
* ſpirits employed to their country's good, we 
© ſhould foon ſee how much more powerful 
* we ſhould prove. It is their trade which 

* renders them ſo formidable; it brings all 
© kinds of artificers to them from all parts of 
* the world; encreaſes the numbers of their 
« ſubjects, and employs all their poor. Were 
©we but once to cut off the ſources of their 
© commerce, we ſhould no longer find them 
© ſo formidable; theſe ſources are their ſettle- 
« ments ; and particularly thoſe of Fly-land 
and Catterpillar-land, we ſhould have kept 
both; but, perdition ſeize us, my Rooks, 
« we have given both up : How ill have thoſe 
© pernicious Rooks ſerved their country, who 
© agreed to ſuch highly injurious terms! 

Next old Buzard, fluttering his decrepid 
wings, buzzed forth: Oh! my Rooks ! my 
* Rooks ! This is a very wicked, ſad peace; 
© I do not know one good article in it : I will 
© engage to point out to you many bad ones. 
* In the firſt place, they ſhould have fecured 
to us, as the noble Rook, who ſpoke laſt, 
* obſerved ; they ſhould have ſecured, J ſay, 
© the fly-trade; but they did not. We ought 
* to 
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to have had the Catterpillar-acquiſitions ce- 
© ded to us for ever; but, but, my Rooks, 
7 had not. Oh! it is a very, very fad 
peace; I know not one good article in it. 

The ſcheme of it was wrong; and, when 

* we conſider the makers, my Rooks, how can 
we wonder at it? Indeed, I would not at- 
© tack any Rook's character; but to ſee this 
great nation ſuffer ſo in its intereſt and ho- 
©nour! it hurts me, it touches me nearly. 1 
I have a great affection for this nation. When 
] was a miniſter myſelf, I took great care of 
© it; but, my Rooks, this peace will ruin it- 
] am old, and I propheſy, my Rooks, that 
it will, in the end, be our ruin. 

It muſt be confeſſed, that this was a migh- 
ty clear and eloquent ſpeech ; yet it had not the 
effect which Buzard expected; for no Rook 
thought it worth an anſwer. So Swan held 
forth as follows, the whole tree giving him 


great attention : 
My Rooks, in ſuch a debate as this, in 


© which the ſafety, honour, and welfare of a 
great nation aze concerned, we ought to 
© proceed with candour, to examine with 
* coolneſs, and to judge impartially. We 
0 ought neither to be blinded with the noiſy 
com- 
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complaints of the multitude ; nor prejudiced 
by any party- connections. Let us conſider 
this peace, without thinking of thoſe who 
« made it. It is things, not men, that cught 
« to be the objects of our enquiry. The fly- 
_ © catching trade is one of the moſt beneficial 
© which this nation ever enjoyed; it not qnly 
© brings in great riches, but it employs a vaſt 
« multitude of Rooks: The Jackdaws, by 
former treaties, which, I muſt own, were 
« very bad ones, had a ſhare granted them in 
this invaluable commerce: That ſhare they 
« increaſed prodigiouſly ; ſo that it has proved 
one of the moſt important ſources of their 
power. The catterpillar trade alſo was 
* worth immenſe ſums yearly, and greatly 
« encreaſed their riches; the moſs trade was 
© another branch, which was attended with 
the ſame effects. All theſe articles of com- 
© merce the bravery of our troops had gained 
© us, conquering the enemies ſettlements. 
The war, my Rooks, was not of our ſeek- 
ing, our enemy was the agreſſor; they in- 
© croached on us, and forced us into it. 
Heaven be praiſed, we were ſucceſsful ; but 
* our ſucceſs was purchaſed at a vaſt expence- 
We have encreaſed our national debt to a- 
© bove 
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C bove 130,000 cockchafers - wings: How 
are we to pay the intereſt of this enormous 
« ſum, if we do not retain ſome of our beſt 
* conqueſts, to encreaſe our trade, and, by 
© that means, our riches! Shall we therefore, 
my Rooks, by reſtoring our acquiſitions, de- 
* ſtroy our ability to bear the burthen of our 
debt? Yet ſuch an evident tendency has this 
| © peace, it reſtores what our bravery has 
* won; and what our enemy can never re- 
conquer: No, my Rooks, I can never offer 
one feather to the makers of a peace, which 
«I honeſtly think will be attended with ſo 

many evil conſequences. ' 

This was a ſenſible ſpeech; and King 
Fiſher, being of the ſame party and opinion, 
he ſeconded him : He was a young Rook of 
great rank, but ſtill greater merit ; affable, ho- 
neſt, and ſincere, his amiable qualities added 
a prong grace to his ſhining abilities. He 
faid, My Rooks, I think no true lover of 
© his country can be ſilent, when the moſt 
« pernicious meaſures are openly avowed : 
© How can our miniſters have the aſſurance 
to bring ſuch terms of peace for us to thank 
© them for? Such a conduct little deſerves to 


© be praiſed. Terms, in themſelves ſo highly 
detri- 
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c detrimental to the kingdom, and which we 
« ought to reject with diſdain, than ſanctify. 

C Unhappy country! to have the adminiſtra- 
| © tion of our affairs taken from the hands of 
© the beſt Rooks in it, and placed in thoſe of 


the worſt. This peace is the proof of the 


« preſent miniſtry's abilities: This peace, ſo 


* injurious to our honour and intereſt ! Every 


* conqueſt of importance, we have acquired 
« at the expence of ſo much blood and trea- 
* ſure, reſtored for nothing. The Jackdaws, 
my Rooks, have abſolutely tricked, and out- 
© witted us in every article. Seeming to give 
* up the fly-catching, they got the ceſſion of 


the two willow-trees, which, in fact, will 


give them a quarter ſhare more than ever 


they had. And, under the pretended re- 
« ſtriftion of not catching within the three 
feet of the bank, they can, at any time, fly 


to the bank, and diſpoſe of their manufac. 
© tures to the Rooks, to our infinite detriment: 

The fame ſenſeleſs management appears in 

| letting them remain in the poſſeſſion of the 

* ruins on the fide of the row of Elms: At firſt 

* ſight this appeared to be a good article; but 

* then we ſee this ſtroke of Jackdaw cun- 

. ning, which ruins the whole: All the tract 

1 they 
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* they cede us, without that ruin, and the nook 
it ſtands on, is worth nothing; they can, at 
© at any time, invade us from it, and abſo- 
lutely command the whole courſe of the 
© Row of Elms. Then, my Rooks, in Cat- 
© terpillar-land, our miniſtry were again 
* chouſed ; they gave up all our conqueſts ; 
«© ſome of which we ought certainly to have 
« kept; and there remained the diſputed tracts. 
© We are to have the two little bean-beds; 
* but the Jackdaws ſecured the pea-bed to 
© themſelves, the only one, of the three, worth 
© poſſeſſing. Then, in another quarter, we 
© reſtore them the Sunny-tower, and the Aſh- 
© trees, and keep the Oaks ourſelves. Now, 
a * my Rooks, the former, from their fitu- 
* rtion, ender the latter abſolutely uſeleſs ; 

_ © and for that reaſon, I ſuppoſe, our wiſe ne- 
* gotiator kept it. There is hardly an ar- 
© ticle, but gives us ſpecimens of the ſame 
0 management : By the fifth, the fortified 
© neſts in the formidable Beech-tree are to be 

© demoliſhed ; which is meer trumpery, my 
© Rooks; for the ſtrongeſt neſt of all is to 
remain, under the ridiculous pretence of de- 
* fending the Jackdaws from the wind. In 
s Maſs-land, we are likewiſe to reſtore all; 
_ * and 
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« and the Jackdaw king has the allurance to 
© talk of reſtitutions, where he never made a 
* conqueſt ;. and our miniſters had the mean- 
« neſs to ſuffer it. In ſhort, my Rooks, itwould 
© be endleſs to point out all the abſurdities, 
« and terrible conſequences, which muſt in- 
© evitably attend this wretched peace: The 
« taſk is equally diſagreeable and melancholy ; 
but I deſiſt. 

This ſpeech, which was very juſt, and ex- 
tremely to the purpoſe, hurt Peacock very 
much; he therefore, fluttering his wings, 
pronounced as follows : It ill becomes me, 
* my Rooks, after what that noble one has 
* juſt faid, to be filent: As to the refleftions 
* which he has thrown out of a private nature, 
© I ſhall not trouble the tree with a retallia- 
tion; but ſhall, at any time, be ready to 
© anſwer them on another tree, and in another 
* manner. The peace which the ſervants of 
© his majeſty have concluded with the Jack- 
* daws by his command, I muſt affert, is an 
* exceeding good one : As for the ſhare which 
I had in it, I adviſed the concluſion of it: 
« and, my Rooks, if this nation, when I am 
no more, would pay my memory a pecu- 
* liar compliment, let them engrave the terms 
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of it on my neſt. Let the articles be exa- 
© mined with candour, and the preſent cla- 
. © mours, which are as unjuſt as they are low, 
« will ſurely ceaſe. The Jackdaws, fo far 
from having deceived the king's negotiator, 
© have not gained one advantage by this trea- 
« ty, of which he was not very ſenſible. The 
c miniſtry, my Rooks, know very well, that 
many great and important conqueſts are re- 
c ſtored to the enemy; but thoſe reſtitutions 
* were matters of neceſſity, not choice, nor 
the effects of negligence. The Jackdaws 
would never have a peace, that left almoſt 
the whole of that vaſtly advantageous trade 
© of Catterpillars in our hands. Can we ima- 
« pine, that their whole nation would become 
dependent on us for ſo neceſſary a part of 
their diet as Catterpillars? Impoffible ; it is 
the ſame as thinking they would yield up all 
the fly-catching commerce: So by keeping 
© of Catterpillar-land we at once deprived - 
them of the valuable articles of Catterpillars 
Beans, Peas, &c. &c. and, by the latter, we 
took from them all their flies. The fame 
© Rooks would have had all Moſs-land ours! 
© Excellent treaty, upon my honour ! So the 
poor Jackdaws were to be half-ſtarved, by 
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giving up the firſt; and deprived of the 
means of building their neſts, by the laſt ar- 
© ticles! I wonder how any Rook can be fo 
© abfurd as to imagine, they would ever have 
© agreed to ſuch terms ; and, my Rooks, they 
could carry on the war much longer than 
* we; for although our commerce and public 
© ſtate wears fuch a pompous countenance ; 
© yet, my Rooks, you muſt all be ſenſible, 
« this ſhew is in part deceitful; we labour un- 
« der a moſt immenſe debt; and war has 
greatly injured our internal trade, by taking 
off ſuch vaſt numbers of hands. In circum- 
* ſtances like theſe, what moderate and ſen- 
© ſible Rook is there, but would prefer a tole- 
©rable peace, to the continuance of a war, fo 
© ruinous and fatal ? | 
As to ſeveral articles, which the noble 
© Rook, who ſpoke laft, attempted to ridi- 
© cule, they are far from being proper objects 
« for his wit: The Jackdaws never outwitted 
the king's negotiator. And fo far from there 
« being any concealed advantages for our ene- 
* mies in thoſe articles, they are all plain, 
* really as efficacious as they ſeem ; this all 
© Rooks allow, who, it is well known, un- 
* derſtand theſe matters : Havin g, I think, re- 
* plied 
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« plied to that noble Rook's arguments, or, 
rather, looſe aſſertions, I ſhall trouble * 
no longer. 

In the upper tree, when the Rooks came 
to count Bills, they found that the miniſtry, 
according to cuſtom, had a vaſt majority: 
Let us now ſee how matters went in the 
lower tree. I ſhall paſs by ſome inconſide- 
rable Rooks, who ſpoke, and give the reader 
the ſpeech of Magpye, whoſe ſentiments were 
conveyed in the following terms. © Rooks ! 
* the point on which we are now debating, 

© requires our cloſeſt examination: It is no 
« leſs than either condemning, or giving a 
* ſanction to a tranſaction big with moſt im- 
* portant conſequences. No member of this 
© tree can be more ready than I am, to praiſe 
«© our miniſters, when I can lay my hand up- 
© on my heart, and fay, I think they deſerve 
© it. If the peace now concluded, be a ſafe 
and honourable one; let us heartily rejoice 

* at the good effects attending the govern- 
* ment's endeavour to procure ſuch a great 
© blefling to his Majeſty's ſubjects: But if ic 
does not prove worthy of our approbation, 
© let us, my Rooks, condemn it; let us be- 


* wail the misfortune of the nation, in having 
her 
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her intereſts neglected by thoſe, who ought 
to take the greateſt care of them. The ſtate 
* of this kingdom, notwithſtanding our great 
and glorious ſucceſſes, is extremely critical: 
Our debt is prodigiouſly encreaſed, that eve- 
ry year of war adds fatally to the amount; 
© and had we continued this devouring and 
* extenſive one longer, a ſmall change of ſuc- 
* ceſs would, perhaps, have been attended 
* with very terrible conſequences to our pub- 
© lic credit; for which reaſons I cannot but 
think a peace was highly neceſſary, to ſe- 
cure to us a reaſonable part of our great and 
* glorious conqueſts, by way of ſome indem- 
nification for our prodigious expences. Yet, 
my Rooks, let vengeance overtake the Rook, 
however ſublimed by greatneſs, with the 
* villainy of a Catiline, would mount to ſe- 
cure power on the ruins of his country. If 
© a miniſter in this nation, this free, this ge- 
© nerous nation, dares to forget her intereſt ; 
© dares to let his own come in competition 
* with his country's, let us deſtroy the wretch! 
© let us puniſh him for his crimes, and no 
© longer admit him to enjoy the protection of 
that conſtitution, which his wickedneſs 
* would overturn : But, on the contrary, my 

Rooks, 
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_ Rooks, if we meet with a miniſter, whoſe _ 
aim, whoſe conſtant endeavour is to ſup- 
port the intereſt and glory of the nation; 
« who preſerves her when ſhe is in danger, 
* who elevates her power, and renders her 
reputation bright as the ſun. in heaven; let 
us, my Rooks, embrace that valuable Rook, 
* and wear him in our heart of hearts. I 
* ſhall draw no pictures of thoſe miniſters, 
* who now guide the affairs of this nation ; 
J think that it is highly to their honour, 
© their having adviſed his majeſty to conclude 
© the preſent one. It is a good peace, my 
© Rooks; I had it not in my power to pro- 
© cure ſo good a one: But, my Rooks, I do 
* not approve of ſuffering the Jackdaws to 
« poſſeſs a ſhare of the fly-catching trade; 
© that is invaluable. It will for ever prove a 
* mine of infinite wealth to whatever nation 
2 poſſeſs it. That trade, my Rooks, well 
* deſerved the niceſt care and attention: But 
© it undoubtedly would have been very diffi- 
* cult to have brought the Jackdaws to con- 
* clude a peace that ſtripped them of their 
* moſt valuable branches of commerce. The 
* Jackdaws are a great and powerful nation, 
© and they certmuly would never have given 
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up their beſt poſſeſſions. The Catterpi llar- 
trade alſo, my Rooks, is one of the moſt ad- 
* yantageous in the world: It brings in vaſt” 
© wealth to thoſe who conduct it; and it 
« ſafely may be aſſerted, that no colonies are 
more advantageous than thoſe which are ſet- 
© tled inCatterpillar-land. But, my Rooks, could 
© it be expected, that the king of the Jack- 
© daws would conſent to yield us up every 
© conqueſt we made in the late glorious war? 
* No: Our moſt ardent hopes could not ex- 
© tend ſo far. I think, my Rooks, the peace 
might have been better: For our miniſters 
« certainly might have infiſted on the ceflion 
© of the ruins on our ſide of the row of 
« elms; but then it was not worth giving up the 
© benefits of peace for them. In regard to our 
concerns with the Goldfinches, I could, like 
c wn true Rooks, have wiſhed for the conſtant 
poſſeſſion of what we conquered from them 
© in Catterpillar-land; it would have been 
© highly advantageous to have kept them; 
but, great, as it would be, we muſt never 
© have expected a peace, had we inſiſted on 
* fuch a condition. - - - I mentioned, my 
© Rooks, the greatneſs of our national debt; 
* yet, great as it is, I am perſuaded that our 
K credit 
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* credit was ſo great, that we might: have 
carried on the war for years: And ſurely, 
my Rooks; our enemies the Jackdaws and 
_ © Goldfinches would have felt the fad effects 
« of it more than we, whoſe trade is in the 
© moſt flouriſhing ſituation, whilſt theirs is 
© abſolutely ruined. I ſubmit theſe points 
© to the conſideration of the tree; and if I 
« do not think the peace fo good as it might 
c have been, I heartily rejoice at its conclu- 
© cluſion. ' 

'In this ſpegch the whole world read PEN- 
SION in great letters. Magpye was-one of 
thoſe who called themſelves the oppoſition ; 
and when he formerly appeared in that cha- 
racter, it was not in ambiguous and doubtful 
heſitating ſpeeches; but all the impetuous 
kghtning of eloquence was poured out in an 
overbearing torrent againſt miniſters : No- 
thing could then withſtand the thunder of his 
eratory ; it bore down all oppoſition, and was 
always terrible to bad miniſters. But now 
the caſe was changed: Whatever he thought 
of the peace, he had not the liberty to ſpeak 
his ſentiments; his tongue, which uſed to 
chatter ſo vehemently on ſuch occaſions, was 
now a He no longer poſſeſſed that noble 

inde- 
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independency of ſoul, which is the only true 
characteriſtic of greatneſs; he had ſtooped 
to a vile penſion, and his aſpiring ambition 
was now grovelling in the duſt. The next 
Rook who ſpoke, was Sparrow Hawk. 

He was a bird of boundleſs abilities, in- 
duſtry, and application: Young as he was, 
he was one of the moſt important Rooks in 
the tree: He had great eloquence, ſpoke 
with vaſt dignity and clearneſs : He had al- 
moſt every advantage, a manly perſon, and 
a graceful action; and, what was not the leaſt 
perfection, a moſt conſummate aſſurance, 
which nothing could daunt : His bronze had, 
more than once, proved a very ſeaſonable 
friend to him. It is not therefore to be won- 
dered, that the miniſters wanted to make the 
moſt of ſuch a bird: He poſſeſſed a very 
great poſt, they perſuaded him to reſign it; 
to give. his opinion in the tree the greater 
weight, promiſing to reſtore it to him again 
ſpeedily, or ſomething better. The king of 
the Rooks was a great author, ſo when a 
ſudden conception ſtruck him, Sparrow-Hawk, 
by his poſt, waited in a neighbouring neſt, 
to minute it down : He might be called the 
monarch' s ſecretary. He ſpoke as follows: 
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* MyFellow-Rooks ! the ſubject of our debates 
isworthy, even the guardian care of providence 
* itſelf. Let us watch the concluſion of a 
a peace, as we would mark the hand that 
© was either to raiſe us to the moſt glorious 
pitch of honour; or, by planting a dagger in 
our boſoms, give the laſt blow to expiring 
liberty! This peace is pregnant with the fate 
of kingdoms; let us not hearken to the 
voice of thoſe, the general current of whoſe 
© ſouls is froze with mean, intereſted conſide- 
© rations. Let independency ſpeak: Un- 
placed, unpenſioned, I will utter none but 
© the dictates of my free foul ; too proud to 
* ſtoop to miniſterial influence; too honeſt, 
© not to regret my ever having deigned to de- 
* ſcend ſo low. But, my Rooks, had I ten 
© thouſand tongues, they would be too few 
to ſpeak the praiſes of this moſt excellent 
« peace! Let us fly to our houſes; let us 
fall upon our knees, and breathe farth our 
© thanks to heaven for a treaty, which ſhould 
© be wrote among the ſtars; there to re- 
© main the bleſſing of our times, and the 
vonder of futurity! A peace, which not 
only raiſes our national character to the 
© higheſt pinacle of renown; but * 
| c wi 
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with a bountiful hand, all the bleſſings of 
plenty, commerce, and riches. We now, 
my Rooks, are in poſſeſſion of the trade 
© of the whole world: We are now the 
« preateſt, and moſt reſpectable nation upon 

© earth! We are not only triumphant over 
dur enemies; but, in the midſt of the car- 
reer of victory, our heaven- horn ſovereign 
« ſtops his conquering hand, and liſtens to 
the call of humanity. He grants peace to 
© his enemies, and gives 2 to the 
world! 

This ſpeech had a wonderful effect; but 
the miniſtry, without it, were ſecure of their 
expectations. They had a vaſt majority; ſo 
the treaty was confirmed, and thanks return- 
ed for it. Thus did the Rooks, after a long 
and bloody war, which coſt them mines of 
wealth, and rivers of their beſt blood, con- 
clude a ſhameful peace, whereby all their 
great and glorious n were given a- 
way by a daſh of the pen. Their neſts no 
longer abounded in R of the fineſt flies, 
Catterpillars, beans, peas, moſs, twigs, &c. 
&c. Theſe” noble articles of merchandize 
were now ceded to the Jackdaws; ſo that 
old Rook-land was obliged to fit down with 
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{mall ſhare of them, while their enemies 


exulted in their approaching proſperity ;* fal- 
ly determined, that as they had now diſarmed 
the Rooks, they would once more recover 
their loſſes in peace; and again try the effecm 
of a war, knowing that their enemy, bur- 
thened with the expences of the laſt, would 

not be in a condition to prove fo formudahle 


in another. 
Such is the policy of the Jackdaws; and 


ſuch the folly. of the Rooks! - 
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